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At home the Parliament voted a poll and other money to be raised. The Commons made an address to the King to declare war against France, and promised to stand by him. in a parliamentary way. Great heats happened between the two Houses concerning the bill for taking the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, the Lords being willing to excuse the bishops, because they knew that several of them would lose their bishoprics rather than take them, and the Commons urging that all persons should take them without distinction. There passed both Houses the bill of toleration for all Protestant dissenters.
April 21. The King gave a favourable answer to the address for supporting the Church of England, and for calling a convocation.
April 25.    The King gave an answer to the Commons'  address to  him  for making war with  France, wherein he told them that he complied with their request, since the King of France had begun the war, in a             j manner, himself; and whatever money they gave should             2 certainly be laid out to that end.
April 26. Desiring my Lord Halifax to. do a kindness for me to the King, he told me that he was informed that I had discouraged my lieutenant to serve King William, and that I was therefore looked upon as disaffected. ' It is true,' said he, ' you and I speak our thoughts freely one to another, but I know you are too wise to open yourself (should you haye such thoughts) to such people.' I replied that, though I was guilty of follies, yet his lordship had seldom found me in so gross ones as that; and it would be very unfit doctrine for me to preach to another, who acted contrary to it myself, and kept my employment. ' But,' said I, ' if your lordship have a mind to believe it, that you may think me unfit for that which I ask of you to do for me, I have no more to do but to acquiesce.' He told me no; I knew how willing he was to serve me, and he had only told me